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DIGGING A BIG DITCIH.!

WHAT 1S BEING DONE ON THE
HENNEPIN.

DiMeulties Overcome by the Englneers and
an Army of Moen Now Engaged n Dig-
ging the Channel-Some Notable Feat-
uresa of the Enterprise.

Work Commenced,

The Hennepin Canal s under full
way at last. It has been a canal on

paper for years, but up to the present
time there has been a good deal more
it, and among

wind than water In
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was broken on the first contract July
12, 1802, This was done at the
mouth of Reck River, south side, and
on the spot where the excavation for
lock 87 i3 te be.  The contractor is
Commodore Andrew J. Vhitney, of
Rock Island, 11, and his accepted
bid covers the excavation of the lock-
pit, driving of piles and placing of
timbers in the foundation, and deliv-
ering of 5,200 cuble feet of sand and
gravel for concereting bottom,

A mile of canal trunk is a busy
plaee when acouple of hundred teams,
with implements acd men to mateh,
are constantly traversing it, and this
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CAMP SCENES ON THE

those people who were inclined to op-
se it, for one reason or another, it
ml(l almost drifted into a byword and |
& mockery. These people would be
urprised to sce the progress thiat has
en made on [t since work was act-

fvely commenced this summer. ]l1|
|

BLACK FMAWE'S WAT I TOWER

will be but a short time till a long
gtretech of canal trunk will be ready
for use, writes a Milan, IIl., corre- |
spondent in the Chicago Herald.

In the fall of 1800 Captain L. L.

LINE OF THE CANAL

is what is seen all the way between
lock 3% and Silver Lake and for a
mile on the upper side of Sllver Lake,
The huge embankments look like
parallel railroad grades, with a deep
tronch between them. Where they
have been finished they look
though they had been “sand-papered,”
as the railroad men say of a pleee of
especially trim ballasted track, The
numerous parties of visitors generally
drive through the canal, threading
thelr way among men and teams and
flnding much to interest them,

Plans and Appropriations,

as

|

-

every reason to believe that the $500,-
000 first appropriated will cover the
cost of construction of this lower sec-
tion, which has been above deseribed,

=

THE CAMP ON CARI ISLAXD.

including the guard lock and the
dams across Rock river. Upon the
completion of this section the waler
will be backed up by these dams so
that at low water the Rock river will
be navigable —seven-foot stage to
Green river, and at high water to
Penny's slough, twenty-seven mlles
from the Mississippt. In all £1,000,-
000 is available, however, and the
work will advanee far enough in an-
other summer to make a great show-
Ing of the utility and importance of
the canal. Its friends hope it will
command additional money as it may
be needed.,

The workmen employed by the en-
gineers and the contractors are
mostly transients—men who follow
the various pleces of government
work about the country. There are
also a number of residents in these
employes and most of the teams be-
long to men who live in the vicinity.

Romantlc Associntlons.

The region is not without its ro-
mantic associations. Just sixty yvears
ago Abraham Lincoln and other I1li-
nois lads were in camp here, quaran-
tined becanse they had the cholera.
They came here to dnish up the Black
Hawk war, and the disease broke out
among them. Not long ago the exca-
vatois turned out two skoletons, No
one living here knows anything about
how they came there. They may
have been Indlans, but they are
guessed again to have been the vie-
tims of the plague,

(n the north shore of Rock River
rises a steep, rocky bluff, It bas
heen known as Black Hawk's wateh-
tower for years. While he was among
the whites here that famous chief
mude mention of it as an outlook of
Lis, and the name seems to have heen
honestly given. A year or so ago 1.
H. Louderback, of Chicago, Presi-
dent of the Tri-city Street Rallway
Company of Davenport, Rock Island,

The Hennepin Canal takes its name ‘

from the little town of Hennepin,
Ih”'lil:l‘ll on the Ilinoiz River, in
Putnam County. The western ter-

minus is at the mouth of Rock River
as It enters the Mississippl, and its
castern terminus Is at its entrance to
the Illinois River a littie above the

town Just mentioned, The esti-
mated cost of this entire work is
806,925,060, This estimate, 1t is

thought, is ample unless contingen-
cles should arise.  The Hennepin is a
part of the water route projected to
connect the Mississippi with Lake
Michigan. The approved plans of
the engineer corps contemplate a

Wheeler, a veteran in hydrographic

waler route from the lake to the 111i-

and other important and particular
government work, was assigned to
this fleld to make surveys and build
the canal. He located the route, as
narrated, secured the right of way
after encountering many difficulties,
some of which were only gettled in
the courts, and staked out the line of
the canal. He had with him several
competent, hard working young en-
gineers as assistunts, and much was
accomplished by way of preliminary
Test pits, to show the nature of the
substrata, were cunk all over the line
of the canal. KEngineers and con-
tractors knew before they touched
the work whut sort of excavation
they would have at every point. Rock
River was sounded in thousands of
places; Its volume, velocity, and fuc-
tuations of stage were recorded, and
Its levels accurately ascertained. Com-
plete maps, showing every detall of
surface and formation, were prepared.
The contractors had no chance 1o
bid in the dark. As actual prelim-
Inary work the line of the canal trunk
was cleared of trees and brush and
Inclosed with miles of plg-tight wire
fence; a slone quarry was opened, a
macadum road bullt so that cement
und other supplics might be hauled
fn spite of bad weather, and houses
for storlng material and quartering
men were erected. There was a tre-
mendous amount of detall to all this,

nois River at some day. When this
is constructed the Hennepin will be
halfl the routes between the river and
lake. The present Illinois and Mick-
igan Canal would furnish such a con-
nection of the Illinols River with the

lake, but ll:‘l ﬂ;l-]u". slze does nni ren-
der it practicable. The size of the

capacity.

but nothing was omitted. Ground
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and Moline, purchased this property.
He transformed the shabby old house
on the summit into a graceful half-
summer hotel, which he
calls the Black Hawk Inn, and re-
vamped the dumuy trains into an
eleetric car service. Now the pride
and the fashion of the three cities
and surrounding country flock here
in thousands through a long season
to gaze upon the outspread beauties
of Rock River, eat, drink, dance and
miake merry,

The Buffalo's Cuap.

A traveler describes a strange for-
mation in Mitchell County, Texas,
which, in our time at least, will be a
reminder of the days when the buf-
falo roamed the plains of the great
West. “At the junction of two
ereeks,” he writes, “is a bed of friable
gray sandstone mixed with coarse
gravel. Water passing over the
cdge has worn away a part of it, and
has created a fall of thirty feet. The
loose gravel carried round and round
in the eddiecs has gradually bored
holes in the sandstone.  These holes
are from three to six feet wide, clr-
cular and from ffty to a hundred
fect deep.  There are from fifteen to
twenty of them, all filled with fresh
water. By the long-continued ehurn-
ing of the gravel they have been
made jug-shaped or cistern-like, and
in some instances the wall dividing
the two wells has been cut through.
This must bave been a favorite
watering place with the buffalo. In
the solid rock is cut a deep trail
down to the water. And where the
descent Is steepest the footmarks are
over six inches deep, showing that
every animal passing there put its

foot exactly in the spot occupied by
those which bad preceded it."”

As to Belting.

Lay no wagers, King
Twelve Good Rules.

1'll toss you for it if you'll stauke
me, —Sterne's “ITristram Shandy.”

Thereis nosympathy for the busted
better.—Mark Twain.

The kuss that has nobrains Ken still
stick his money up.—Josh Billings,

I'll bet youanything—cven that the
sun does not rise to-morrow. —Charles
Lever's “Knight of Gwynne."

Quoth she, 1've heard old cunning

Charles'

| stagers say fonls for arguments nse

| wagers.—DButler's “Hudibras.”

For most men (till by losing ren-
[ dered sager) will back their ownopin-
| fon by a waglr.—Byron's “Beppo.”
| The man who bets with a gamester
| Isa fool. The man who wagers with
| a friend is a frand.—HBulwer's “What
Will He Do with It#”
[ do not want your money, man.
I've cast the stake of life on this.
| Think you n few plasters would con-
gole the end?—4“Old Play" (Scot t).

: Tne [mi:lllﬂf HIII';ri]lll(ln of #813,-

000 ralsed in New York City to pro-
| vide for sick bables did a great work.
| Over 116,000 families were visitod
| and over 10,000 sick were preseribed

= | for.

| In Lapl'nta iiln fashion of & wom

barges used would be limited to its| an's dgess changes only cnce in a

thousttnd years, and the dry-goods

As for the Hennepln, there is now o BpBTes uever advertise.

IN HUMANITY'S CAUSE.

Lebors of Two English Nisters lu Cholern-
Atrteken Hamburg,

Disinterested labor in the serviee
of others Is something we all admire,
but when it s coupled with grave
physical danger, such as exposure to
fatal disease, hero-
i=m can alone cx-
press it Heroie,
we  must confess
was the action of
Father Damien,
who Iabored
among the lepers
of Molokal and

man brotherhood:
herole, too, is Lha
effort belog made
by Miss Kate

MIES kl‘,\'l:lll'.‘n'
Marsden to alleviate the suflerings of

the unfortunate lepers in the for-
cits nnd jungles of Siberia, and in the
siame  category anusl be placed
the two sisters, Misses kenealey, who

Inbored with enthusiasm and deyo-
tion in earing for the cholern pa-
tents In Hamburg, Germany.  When

the plague there
was at its height
and an average of
1,000 persons were
stricken daily,
these English la-
dies, regarvdless of
personal  danger,
rushed to the aid "3
of the Hamburg’
sufferers, Notonly
did they act as
nurses, but. by
itheir letters they (MISS KENFALEY,
enabled the English medical profes-
sion to profit by their experiences

Very generally when life is at stake
and one is at close grip with death
self-preservation becomes paramount.
It is then that the pure gold and
alloy in our nature hecomes separated,
and then can we best appreciate the
disinterested labors of others for their
kind.
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Hoyal Insignla.

Im a guarded romm of the great
gray castle which overlooks the royal
city of Edinburgh are preserved the
ancient regalia of Seotland, the in-
signia of the soverelgnty of the king-
dom before it was united to England.
Perhaps there is nothing dearer to
the Seotehman’s heart than these old
symbols of the old-time glory of his
country.

There is the crown of Robert the
Bruee, which he wore as a simple eir-
clet of gold at the battle of Bannock-
burn. 1t was afterward so inerusted
with rubles, diamonds, and emeralds
that it rested with the weight of flve
pounds upon the uneasy head of the
King who wore it.

The scepter with which the gallant
King James V. first ruled over his

subjects is a slight rod of silver a lit- |

tle more than three feet in length,
ornamented with three flgures of the
Virgin and the patron saints of Scot-
land when Seotliund believed in saints,

The hand!e is crowned with a large
ervstal beryl, an ancient Stone of
Power in which the Druids divined
the future.

Beside these there ave the sword of
gtute and decorations and orders be-
longing to Scottish kings.

These treasures have a strange his-
tory. When Chatles 1. was beheaded
they were in the keeping of Ogilvy,
Governor of Castle Dunnolitar. To
protect them from Cromwell's sol-

[ straws placed in The fncisions. Flake
manna I8 that which has hardened
on the trunk. The Inferior quality
is from the lower incision, After its
removal from the tree the manna is
dried on shelyves, :

There are other plants that yield a
gimilar produer. The tamarisk of

_ Iadd down his life |
on the altar of hu- |

| shaking

Arabia exudes from (ts branches o
substance that becomes solid in the
eool of the morning.  This Is known
as tamarisk honey. The exudation
s nssisted by the puncture of a small
insect. 1t is sald that this honey is
deseribed by native writers as a dew
which falis upon the leaves of the
tamarisk and other tree-,

The Peysians gather a Kind of
manna from o leguminous plant by
its Liranches, or by pleking

L the leaves and gently beating them

| Persia

Throughont
naturplly

over a cloth when dry.
and Afghanistan

| produced manna is barvested from

‘ of the
|
|
|

different, trees and  shrubs |
caten by the people as a sweetmeat,
and s exported to India,

In Australia o sweel sulstance is
aobtained by the natives from the
sandalwood. It is a favorite arcviele
of food with them and with the
colonists.  The manna gathered from
the leaves of the eucalyptus I8 rathoer
| a preduct of Insects.  “The exudation

ol the sap is due to the v puncturing
leaves, and the same SIS
posed to be the origin of the manoa
the twigs

is
whieh is eollectod from of
certaln speeies of oak.

Ths notion of the Arabs that {he
manna was a dew deposited upon the
leaves of shrubs reminds us that we
have the phenomenon of honey-dew
on leaves of the clm in this eccuntry.
I to be observed on hot and dry
days in August. The upper surface
of the leaves becomes varnished with
a soluble sweet gum, much resorted
to by inpseets in the morning. It
hardens in the hot sun. This ap-
pears to be a true natural exadation
of sap from the leaves, caused by ex-
cessive heat,  There §s no indication
of the leaves, caused by excessive
heat.  There is no indication of the
leaves being punetured: the visits of
| the insects are a resilt, not a ciuse.
Youth's Companion.

Is

Wild Goose Story,

Last winter D. 'W. Little, one of
the adobe farmers on the west of
town, shot into a band of grese. A
white gander was struck and had
one wing Lroken. Mr. Little took

the goose home and gave him to his

bovs, who doctored his wing and he

| 820n beecame so tame as to follow the

boys wherever they went, eat from
their hands and even poake his head

into thelr pockets for corn and
wheat,
A few days ago a band of wild

geese flying over the premises uand

making their usual elatter attracted |

the attention of the domesticated
gander, which gave an outlandish dis-
play of quacking and shrill yells in
woose  language that had a most
startling effect with the band flyving
past, A fine white guose was seen Lo

| leave the band and shoot down until

diers they were given toa Mrs. Gran- |

ger, wife of the minister of a little
church near Dunnottar.
husband dug a bole before the pulpit
at night, and then buried them.

Dupnottar Castle was taken hy the |

'uritans, and the governor, the min-
istor, and their wives were put to
the torture to force them to reveal
whore the reealia were hidden.  One
of the women, It is said, died on the
rack, but they all kept the seeret un-
til Charles I1. was restored.

Al the time of the legislative union |

England and Scotland, in

the jealous Seots agaln hid

hetween
1707

the |

regalia, this time in a huge oak chest |

in a rcom of the castle.  There they
remained nnknown fora hundred and
eleven years, when the dungeons were
gedrched and the chest opened by a
commission, of which Sir Walter
Seott was the chief, and the royal in-
signia were found whole and un-
harmed.

It issald that a mighty shout went
up from Edinburgh that day, and that
old men and childien wept for joy.
Sinee then the regalia are cherished

by Scotland as the emblems of her
days of freedom and power,
Americans have no visible sign of

the strength and character of their
country but the flag. No cruel or
brutal King can besmireh its fair folds
in the eyes of the world, but every
boy who reads these linescan do it

Just as he shall make the name of
an American respected and honored
among men he will add to 118 respect
and honor.—Youth's Companion.

Manon,
The mwanna of commerce comes
chiefly from Sicily. It is a sweet
sibstance, obtained from a small

tree which is known as the manna
ash. This tree can be grown as far
north as England, but in that coun-
try it yields no manna, and is cultl-
vated for ornament only. The manna
is formed from the sap. The trees
are ready to be tapped at the age of
clght years, when the stems have a
diameter of atout three inches, The
tapping Is done by making cuts
through the bark to the wood, the
incisions being one or two inches
Jong, and about an inch apart.

The first cut is made at the lower
part of the trunk. The next year
the untouched part of the stem is
operated upon in the same way, and
the practice is continned in snccess-
Ive years till the tree is exhausted,

The flnest manna is that which is
Incrusted around pleces of stiek or

it landed fn the yard at the side of
the pet, and the mecting was demon-
strative to an exeiting degree.  Thei
gabbling, quaecking and amusing an-
ties afforded as much fun for the boys
who witnessed the meeting as they
could have found at a clreus.  The
new arvival, which probably a
mate of the now tame goose, refuses
to leave, but will fly over the fence
when the two are approached by the
boyvs, and then tly back to the mate
when the boys step aside, ~Briggs

i\

She and her ! (Cal.) Argus.

Why Do We Wear Monrning?

The custom Is outworn: it
anachronism in the nineteenth cen-
tury, says the North American Re-
view. It is unchristian: it elouds
the spiritual signiflcance of the res-
urrection with the ever present ex-
presston of temporal loss, 1t is eruel:
it forces helpless and Innocent people
into action, which entails privation
and unnecessary sufféring. It is un-
truthfol: it makes false ontward
show of changes in sentiment.  And
it I8 essentially valgar: for it presses
private affairs upon public notice; it
thrusts claimsof fashion and feivolity
upon a time which most greatly
moves the heights and depths of he-

Is in

ing: and it foreces its superfleial
worldliness into the tercest throes
which can ever rend human nature.

Why. then, do we still wear mourn-
ing?

How u Mercnant in Ohilo Fal edls
A queerstory Is told by the Cinein-
nati Times-Star as to the failure of
a Clermont County merchant a few

weeks ago.  While in that city he
was attracted by the watches dis-
played in & pawnsbo) window, and
stepped inside to examine them.

Twoor three persons from his village
happened to pass and saw him. They
went home and gossiped about the
matter. A report was spread that he
was hard up, and had been seen pawne-
ing his watch in Cincinnati. The
report Injured his buosiness, aod his
creditors also began to press him.  In
a short time hé was compelled to
make an assignment, .

To Keep Guns from Rusting.

The best way to preserve a gun
from rusting Is to have a ring of zine
soldered round the barrel, or if it is
not convenient to do this, to have a
long stripof zine soldered out of sight
underneath the barrel, The galvanic
action which Is excited between the
zine and the iron cffectually prevents
the oxidation of either metal, and as
long as the zine remains in contact
with the ironnot a particle of rust
will appear on cither the Inside or
outside of the barrel.—St. Louls
Globe- Democrat,

Tine new spring crop of Ward
McAllister pictures in the New York
papers show the conservator of “the
four hundred” full of the ginger of
youth snd adiminished bald spot.

'THE SUNDAY SCHOOL

THOUGHTS WORTHY OF CALM
REFLECTION.

A Plensant, Interesting, and Insiru. ..o
Lesson and Where It May Be found—Aa
Loarnod and Ooncise Hoview of the
Bame.

The Aposio s Council,

The lesson for Bunday, Dee, 11, mag
be found in Acts 15: 12-24, :
INTRODUVCTORY,

Here (8 the account of a model churoh
meeting.,  First, the dillieulty or differ-
ence I8 honestly stated in open churoh
neeting, as when we read at v, 5 that
ithe Pharigsale Christians rose up ang
declared their mind on the question of
circumelsion.  Second, various churchea
with their pastors, the aposiles of
course being present (v. 6), meet with
| the Jerusalem church to consider the
matter. Third, the discussion I8 frank
and generous and thorough, It I8 not
c¢lamorous, as the word dispuling at v. 7
(properly rendered inquiry) might seem
tolmply, The guestion is stated, the
Scripture is doubtless quoted and its
apparent disregard alleged. Then
Poter speaks, and is given a respectiul
hearing. Saul and Barnabas come next,
the multitnde (it Wik not it
synod of elders) keeping orderly
and attencive silence, Finally
James of great repute am: ng the early
d'seiples and justly so, gives his judg-
{ ment (krino) not “sentence.” The ulti-
mate dis ussion Is reachel when at last
“it pleased the ajostles and elders with
th + whole church, to send chosen men
to Anth eh, bearing this instrument gs
the conelusion of the couneil, ratifled by
the local church, namely (omitting the
preamble) : That ye absta n from meata
offered to ldols, anl from blood, and
from things strangled and from forn‘ca-
tion; from which, if yo keep yourselves,
ve shall do well. Fure ye well,” Wise

The motion mede by James has carried,
Grod has brought his peaple safely out of
another threatening Egyptian bondage,
and the kingdom of Christ, like a prom-
ised land, lies fair and open befors
them,

WHAT THE LESSON BAYS,

Simeon, or Simon Peter, The He-
brew nama is here used, it being a Jew-
ish company,———Declared or recounteil,
narrated, same word as declared in v,
12, above ——At the first. Pather, first,
Pator way spenking of God's first pre-
sentation of the gospel to Gentiles In
the household of Cornelius,.——Visit.
Gireek, to look upon, or, as we say In fa
miliar conversation, look in upon.—A
peop @ for his name, or, to his name,
i, o., jlanted on his name, The word
take may be rendered recelve,

To this agree the word ot the proph-
ets,  The verb is that from which comes
our word symphony (scund together),
literally, symphonize,

My sontence 18, Not necessarily. My
judgment, or personal decislon rather.
Greek: (krina) 1 judge, T declde. - It
was not James but the whole assembly,
wo gather, who settled this question.
| Or, we may say, separate churches on
thair recommendation,—Turned fo
God, The term frequently tronslated
converted,  Aets 3 19; John 12; 40,

Abstaln, Literally to keep their dis-
tance, The best way Lo abstain,

Then pleasel it.  Or, it seemad good.
Probably put to vote,.—With the whole
church, The ultimate seat of authority
being the localchureh.—Chosen. Liter-
ally, chosen out, Another sign of dis-
tinet ehurch actlon,

WHAT THE LESSON TEACHES,

Then all the multitude kept silent. A
brilllant burst of sllence, an effective
aclal passage inthe mldst of the con-
troversy. “Stop and think," When wo
are all ready for that we are well on
our way toward full unanimity and the
“one accord” of which v, 25 s0 happily
speaks. There had been no uproar or
unseemly contention here, Eut doubt-
less there were deop convictions stirre |
on either side, and the positions had
been  stated, we may judge, with
stronightness and strength. liut now
Peter has uttored himself in qulet, ten-
der words, That last reference of his
to the gentle “grace of our Lord Jesus
Christ” I8 enough. ‘Then ensues s kind
of reverint silence. And here occurs
what perhaps would have been diffleult
before Paul and Barmabas rise {e
speak their mind. The Heavenly Father
ia in the midst. * .

I will set it up. Christ is in the worl |
to set up that which Is fallen down.
Humanity is like a temple in ruins,
spoiled and dismantled by sin, Jesus
Christ restores the lost stringth and
beauty. We are (hinking just now of
that poor, infirm woman in the syna-
gogue, all bent and bows |l together, a
Lroken temple Indeed, “And ho laid his
hands upon her and Immaodiately she
was made stralght and glorified God."”
Christ 18 here 10 straighten out (hat
which is erooked. He wants it to glorify
Giod, and it can best do that by standing
upstraight. Arve you and I ready lo be
straightencd out, to be set up? Perhaps
some further bendage and breakage is
needful before the straightening andd
edifylng process can begin, Are we
ready for it? Lord, make me. But to
that end unmake, break me. In tn;
event, det God be glorified In these
bodies and spirits which are his,

It seemed good to the Holy Ghost,
and to us, A llessed partnership, the
Holy Ghost and the believer., Now 1
understand the wonderful tactfulness
of the message, and withal its tender-
nesa; some other than the human hand
and mind is here. God s init. Itis
an finspired communication. Cf such
is all the Biblical record and revelation,
It seemed good to the spirit and {o man,
The two were united in it; It was human
and divine; humanly divine, divinely
human, And though this may be sald
In & peculiar and exclusive way of the
writer of the sacred cracles, it has also
an application to every humble Christian
of to-day who takes those oracles as
lamp and light. Such a guldance of the
Spirit {8 granted us in the ordinary
affairs of life that we may believe that,
with the prayerful, Bible-taught soul,
what Is “good to the Holy Spirit" ghall

be revealed to us also as “gool.” And
£0 we shall be led by the Spirit,
The World's Happonings.

Houvses are Insured aga'nst burg-

lary.

Kixastox, N, Y., has a highwayman
but 12 years old.

Dv MAvmier, the London artist, ia
blind in one aye.

Tur Chinose paper curren-y Is rod,
white, and yellow,

Tuu Emperor of China has begun the
study of arlthmetio.

| Neamuy two bundred kinds of the

things ecalled toadstools are at least
edible,

counsel, just and sensible restrictions.’
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